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Best of Venice 2024

ContemporaryHearing.com

Inherited Passion
Blair Post, HAS, BC-HIS, ACA

Board Certi�ed Hearing Instrument Sciences
American Conference of Audioprosthology

  My mother, MaryEllen, and grandpa, How-
ard, were both hard-of-hearing. My Mom 
underwent ear surgery that left her with a 
profound hearing loss. My grandpa strug-
gled to hear for as long as I remember. I still 

recall talking into his pocket where he carried his body aid.
   I started working with hearing aids in 
1999 and I loved it from the beginning. 
I took all the classes and extra accredi-
tations including Board Certification and 
designation from the Ameri-can Confer-
ence of Audioprosthology.
   Since I was raised in a hard of hearing 
household, I have firsthand experience 
with frustrations and misunderstandings. 
I watched my own father, Ed, get frustrat-
ed whenever he had to repeat himself. I watched my Mom, who 
loved social events, choose to avoid very noisy situations due to 
her hearing.
   When Karen married into our family, I saw her get her feel-ings 
hurt since she thought my Mom wasn’t listening. It was ac-curate 
but not on purpose. Both my Mom and Karen enjoy cook-ing, but 
a kitchen is an acoustical nightmare.
   When they cooked together for our holiday meals, I would have 
to stand in the middle of the kitchen and translate what Ka-ren 
was saying to my Mom. It is much easier to hear a deep male 
voice then Karen’s higher pitched voice. Add in an exhaust fan, a 
clang of a pot and a clink of a dish and this is not an easy place 
for conversation.
   A few years after I got into this industry, I was able to re-fit my 
Mom with appropriate technology for her very social life-style. I 
gave insight to Karen about her feelings of being ignored. I gave 
awareness to my Mom about her frustrations and feelings of iso-
lation.
   I thoroughly enjoy being able to share these personal experi-enc-
es so you can see you aren’t alone. I truly do understand the frus-
trations. These insights enable me to help you ease the strain that 
does exist when living with someone with a hearing loss.
   I am so very grateful that I get to do what I love doing every day. 
I get to be of service to other families who struggle with hearing 
loss and improve their life and connections with their families. 
If you or a family member struggle to hear well, call for a free 
consultation.
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RIDE • WALK • GIVE BACK
What a fun way to spend a morning and show your community spirit! Join us for this fantastic event

that helps so many who need a hand up.

Your $50 entry fee includes:
- Choice of 12-mile or 6-mile bike ride or a 1-mile casual walk around beautiful Venice Island

- Low to no-trafÞc routes
- Start and Þnish at the Venice Yacht Club grounds

- Hearty breakfast by the bay
- Commemorative wicking-material event shirt

Last year’s event raised over $110,000, helping our Charitable Foundation donate $170,000 to 
thirty-three local charities throughout Venice and South Sarasota County in 2025!

Form a team with or go solo and raise extra funds by securing sponsors for your effort.

This is truly a fun, meaningful event for everyone in the community we all call home.

Click Here to Register or Sponsor a Participant Today
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- Choice of 12-mile or 6-mile bike ride or 
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Join us for the fantastic event that helps
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“Your Castle Management Team”

Gran Paradiso Contacts
Gran Paradiso Property Owner’s Association

941-234-0450

Clubhouse Office Front Desk 
Nelson Herrera

941-234-0450 

ARC
941-234-0450 

HOA Webpage
websites.vertilinc.com/gp

Emergency/ After Hours Number 
1-800-337-5850

Quick Reference Phone Numbers
Emergency 911

City of North Port, Non- Emergency
941-426-3111

North Port Fire Rescue
941-240-8150

Water Department (North Port Utilities)
941-429-7000

Florida Power and Light (FPL)
800-468-8243

Hotwire
800-355-5668

Gran Paradiso POA
941-234-0450

Lennar Customer Care
866-226-4057

North Port Solid Waste
(941) 240-8050

Advertising Policy: Advertising in this Newsletter is offered at the sole discretion of Community Media. Community Media 
reserves the right to refuse, limit, and/or reject advertising for any reason. Community Media, at its sole discretion, 
may restrict the number of advertisers in certain categories or offer exclusive/semi exclusive agreements as it is sees fit.

For Advertising Info Contact
Community Media - 941-375-3699

Gran Paradiso Board of Directors

Bill Kelly
President

Michael Fleury 
Treasurer

Board of Directors email: GPBOD@granparadisohoa.com

Sal Baglio 
Secretary

Bob Reiss
Director 1

Nelson Herrera 
Front Desk Admin

nherrera@castlegroup.com

Lindsay Perez
Administrative Assistant 

lindsay.perez@castlegroup.com

Perry Roberts
Assistant Property Manager

proberts@castlegroup.com

Steve Glunt
Vice President

Justin Green 
Maintenance Supervisor

Aaron Cook 
Property Manager

acook@castlegroup.com

Ava Ortner
Director 3

Kristen Peacock 
Lifestyle Director

kpeacock@castlegroup.com

Humberto Triana 
Maintenance Tech

https://websites.vertilinc.com/gp
https://websites.vertilinc.com/gp






Professional Pool
Cleaning Service

Weekly Cleaning
Full service 

Community discounts! 
Locally owned and operated 

941-408-5805
CoastalPalmPools@gmail.com
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january crossword
ACROSS
1. Spring month
6. Failures
11. Pursue
12. Take up the cause
15. Barroom � ghts
16. Harvesting
17. Snake-like � sh
18. Wide part of a river
20. Sprocket
21. Chutzpah
23. Picnic insects
24. Broadcasts
25. Chills and fever
26. Workshop gripper
27. Fair attraction
28. Bird home
29. Type of tree
30. Harps
31. Amounts per unit size
34. Underway
36. One plus one
37. Make well
41. Scattered seed
42. Not fat
43. Inactive
44. Blackball
45. Tibia
46. Tube
47. Term of endearment
48. Deny
51. Distant
52. Making menu requests
54. A plan of action
56. Abounding
57. Genus of heath
58. Leases
59. Where clouds are

DOWN
1. Land
2. Male genitalia
3. Uncooked
4. Small island
5. Not more
6. Arrive past due
7. Utilizers
8. Neuter
9. 2000 pounds
10. Kill oneself intentionally
13. Breathes noisily while sleeping
14. � ey come from hens 
15. Started
16. Gun repairing
19. Dogs wag these
22. Anticlimax
24. Blimp
26. Opening

27. Deli loaf
30. King of the jungle
32. Anagram of “One”
33. � ey can be fraternal or 
identical
34. On land 
35. One who establishes
38. Building
39. Mammals like camels
40. Apprehensive
42. Objects
44. Fired a projectile
45. Holy person
48. Smile
49. Gorillas
50. English royal house
53. An uncle
55. Fi� y-two in Roman 
numerals





North Port (941) 429-8200
Venice/Sarasota (941) 497-7900

Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch (941) 747-9700
www.masterplumbersfl.com

Fully Licensed
& Insured
#CFC1427155

Plumbing
• Repipes & Repairs
• Tub & Shower Units
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
• Backflows
• Remodels/New Const.
• Water Hookups
• Well & Plumbing
   Inspections

Septic
• Septic Inspections
• ATU Maintenance
• Repairs
• Installations
• Pump Stations
• Sewer Hookups

Gas
• Water Heaters
• Boilers
• Tankless Water Heaters
• Repairs
• Installations

MASTER
PLUMBERS

MASTER
PLUMBERS

Plumbing Septic Gas
• Repipes • Inspections • Water Heaters
• Leak Detections • ATU Maintenance • Boilers
• Water Heaters • Pumpings • Tankless
• Garbage Disposals • Repairs    Water Heaters
• Backflows • Installations • Repairs
• Plumbing Repairs  • Pump Stations • Installations
• Remodels/ New Construction
• Sewer and Water Hookups    

              Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

$25
Backflow Test

when you
mention this ad

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!
Northport 429-8200

Venice/Sarasota 497-7900
Bradenton 747-9700

www.masterplumbersandseptic.com

Mention this 
ad and save

10%

Happy New Year! From:



• Honey Do Lists 
• Dry Wall Repair 
• Mount TVs  
• Small Jobs 
• Carpentry
• Doors & Trim
• Shelving & Storage Solutions

Your To-Do List, Done!

AceHandymanServices.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured, and Background Checked

941-280-0223

“Bringing Helpful to your Home”

Lic# CBC1267572

2024

PENDING 

“Leading the pack in comfort & Cool”

Installations • Repairs • Tune-Ups • Ductwork • Residential & Commercial

■ 15% OFF Labor & Parts
■ $95 Service Call
■ New System Installations: 10-Year Parts & Labor Warranty Included!
■ 0% Financing Available Upon Approval

■ Call Us Today:

941-285-1315 | 941-999-8154
Visit: AlphaCooling.co

Family Owned & Operated | Licensed, Insured, and Bonded
LIC #CAC1823170

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1995
“WE BRING THE PARTY”

J&C ENTERTAINMENT
DJ’S/KARAOKE OF VENICE

J&C ENTERTAINMENT
DJ’S/KARAOKE OF VENICE

www.rossdj.com

781-572-1172
50’S, 60’S, 70’S, 80’S

MOTOWN, CLASSIC ROCK,
DISCO, TOP 40

requests the honor of
your presence at

Bishop Frank J. Dewane

saturday, february 7, 2026
THE ST. REGIS LONGBOAT KEY RESORT

6 P.M. COCKTAILS  |  7 P.M. DINNER

Join us for a night of dinner and dancing to support
Catholic Charities’ programs, o	ering compassionate care
and essential services to those in need in Sarasota County.

Black Tie Optional | Tickets $500

Questions? Contact (941) 294-9400 or CCBALL@ccdov.org

Purchase 
Tickets
Online


